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.engaged pans to the daty,whichorherwiſe overs have deferred 
means either diſcovered-or tertified. .Irwill be a Shibbeleth todiicern, ar 


COVENANIERS 
CATECHISME. 


Q. F it lavofull to make or enter into a Covenant? _ b 
& 4. Yes, and many times neceſſary, eſpecially if che glory of God, 
and the common good be interellcd. | | 
Q.. How can ye proveit'? | | 
A. By many Examples of Gods people as well as of Gentiles, which 
upon ſeverall occaſions did, hinde themielves. cogether,in a covenant | 
their mutuall good and preſervation, Gen. 21:27, and 26. 28, and/31.44. 
Jol,9.15. and 24:25, x Sam.23.18..2 Sam.3.13. 2 Reg: 1.4z17- 2-Chron. 
15.12, and 29.10. and 34.31-Eſr. 10.3. Nehb.9.38. ler. 34,8,940.and mar 
ny like Examples more. | | Mc -.4 
Q. YVhat Reaſons have you for i? n 2.101 047 
A. Beſides divers | nee galore. there arc two. eſpecially, pF ag. -4 
evidence the lawfu of it ;-the firſt whereof concerneth Man, tun 
other God. | | 6a 
Q. YVhich « the fir # Reaſan from the regard of Mar ? oe 
A, Toexplain this reaſon more cleecly,we mult obſerye,that {ay may 
be conſidered three wayes;:; For.cicher.he is W/larg and forward of him 
ſelf tothe performance of the; duty, required in the Covenan', and by this 
form-of covenanting-more confirmed and cncou in his. reſolution, 
2 Chron.15.9;15. Or he is weak and timorous, and by this means:more 


negle&ed., Elx. 10.312. Or ht is nebe{iomrand obſtinare, and by the 
4 thunder bolt to-affright him, when he ſeeth ſo many bene. and united in a 
Covenant againſt him, Nechem.6.16.Eſth,8. 17., 

Q. YVVhich i the ſecond Reaſou taken from the refpelt of (30d ? 


A. Becauſe by rhis means-che Lord himiſcif is engaged to/help and fa- | 


 vour thoſe, which thus engage themſelves for his-glory and-ſervice, 2-Chy, 


25, 2.15;2. Regs 37;20. tay: 5 111 5 
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Were; e monives t0 it, the manner 
of it,and the motions or queſtions about or againſFit.Firſt,woar is required 
in it, then why ve (hill be bound to it, afrerwards,which way we ought to 
fulfill ir, and laſtly, wherher. we may lawfully do it. All which will fully 


diſcover to us the nature of it. . 
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Of a Covenant in general. 


Q. V Hat is the ©+i4or the Matter of a Covenant ? | 
The 7 eA. A Covenant in generall is a ſolemn agreement of two 
or more parties, engaging themſelves ro che mutual] performance of cer- 
ainedurres one fo another, upon cexzaine grounds and conftitions. 

Q. Are all ſuch agreements of the ſame nature ? 


| A; No; for we find in Gods Word three kinds of Covenant, whereof 


the firſt is meorly cavitl;- with man aloneg' about certaine outward duties, 
*mutually pgpooctly tobe performed by one to anorher;of which we 
find many examples between Abraham and Abimelech,Gen, 21. 27, Iacob 
and Laban, Gen. 31: 44: Tofona and the Gibeonires, Tol. 9. 15, and others. 
The ſecond kind is weerlyſprricuall,. with God-alone, promiſing obedi- 
*Enice to his Will inallrhings/ And though this Covenant bemade by eve- 
ry child of Godin his Circumcifion, or Baptiſme; yet itmay afterwards 
4 0 occaſions be renewed in a more ſolemne manner, 'to 'tye us 
the faſter to it ; of which we have anexample in Hezekieh, 2 Chr. 29. 
70. and inJefieb,'2 Chr. 34. 33. The third is 9:xed with God and 
-man,' promiſing certaine- duties to both: Such a' Cevenant was made by 
 Tehoiada between the Lord, the King, and the people, that they ſhonld be 
the Lords people; berween the King alſo and thepeople, 2 Reg, 11. 17. 
Q. m_— the Quare, er the Motives and grounds of a Covenant 5: 
encrall ?\ | | | 
-- A. Wedoefihd in Gods Word three grounds, upon which Gods peo- 
ple earred into Covenangs. 
I. For finncs commirred, When a Nation or- a people was guilty of.an 
Extraor- 


[ 
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 ſweare themſelves. - There is a naturall principle in us, that maketh per 


nb (3) 
. aoqpeinicy hainons fin, they dt & Covenant to: bind: themſelves a- 


nt ic, to forſake it' in theitowne perſons, and. To .binderand puniſh ic 
OOTY? $105! DOI TNES 3 7254 

' 125: For | [udgements inflifted or threatncd, Wheni God did threatenor yi- 

ſice his people with extraordinary or generall plagucs and-judgements, 

they tooke this courſe,” and made a Covenant of- humiliation and repen- 


tance before Godz toprevent or remove evills , -2 Chr. 29.10.& 34.31. 


3.\ For:mercies received; When: God-did blefle the-people with: extra- 
ordinary mercics and favours, temporall or ſpirituall” they entred- into: 
Covenant of obedience-with God, and offered themſelves to the ſervice of _ 
God, in teſtimony of thankfubnefſe, 2 Chron. 15. 9---15,; 

Q. What # the Q1omodoor Manner of making a Covenant ? 

A. Covenants ingerecall are made andtaken in forme of an,Qarh, And 
here is the difference betweerta bare promiſe anda-Covenantgthat thefor- 
mer doth engage mans truth and juſtice onely;.the other Gods Fruth and 
Iiſtice alſo : The former by way of a bare enunciation, the. other, by, way 
of a religious invocation.. Bur more particularly in a Covenant we ought 
to-obſcrvegthe 7uccrnalhor invard,'and the External.o5 ontWerd forme of 
a Covenant. ' i 3 ron 1) fi ire 

Q. Which is the Internal forme of a Covenant? | L 

A. It muſt be made or taken 1. i» Domino, in the-Lord , or in the feare 
of the Lord; wich reverence due ro His M. j tie; and all. His Attributesy 
and more: patticularly; His: Omniſctencie-, |/Power , Truth.,. and Juſtice. 
Gen.31.53+ 2. Per Dominum, by the Lord , .not/by the Creatures, whigh 
cainot /beare-» witneſſe of: rhe truch-and: falſhood of the heart, bur onely 
by God; the Maker andiSearcher .of thehearrs of men, Dear. 6{ 13. 

Q._ But When and ho\p doe men thus ſweare in, and by the Lord? 

A: 1t according tathediceftionof God,they ſwear,in truth, [nagement, 


and righreouſueſſe, Ter. 4,2; that ts. to ſay, 1. 77/y, in.rcgard of matter 


and manner, and indeed an, Oath will make us ſpeake truth, Though 
men are liars by nature, Rom, 3.:4.and will lie; yerthey are loath.to for- 


jurie hainons, Pal. 15. 4 2c/nderſtnaingly ,; with judgement; neith 
lightly, for. every triffie, nor raſb/y-upon,cveryoccalion z but whet 
matter is of ſuch-concernmen, that it un jy an.Oarh. Not like } 


for alitle dancing, Mar. 6. 13, norlike David in his paſſion,- 1, Sam. 25. 
bur as thoſe, Eſr. 10. 5. 3. Legally, in righteouſneſle or Tuſtice, when they = 
-are lawlully called to it, by thoſe that have; authoritieto doc it, An Oat 
is not of Privat diſpoſition, Matth, 5. 37. We may promiſe but noe ſweare 
one wanicher, ao prides mnt ick good be intere 


i: the pablick good be 


o 


238 
ingerelſed, 8s 


4 L ':{4) 
initheCovenamiand "52 Jeoſ. 2.23 and of Ionathan and 
David, 'x3 Sam; 20. e6,: 17. The Magiſtrates are inveſted with, and have 
alwayes exerciſed this power to tender an Oath, 1. Sam. 24.22. Eſr 
- I0.5, 1:Reg.-2. 42: Thus/the fiſt aft is altns conſcientie; the ſecond 

ans prudentie; the vthird ans juſticie, | | 
Q. hich « the Excernall forme of « Covenanc? 
AI dethcovfiſt in certain outward roces and: ceremonies, which weee 
uſed in the making or raking of a'/Covenant,wherby we have divers kindes 
+ meritioned' in the” Scripture. Sometimes \they gave gifts one to another, 
r. Sam. 18, 4+ they feaſted one another, Tol. 9.14 they ſer up pillars or 
ones, Gen. 31. 44. lol. 24.26. But moſt commonly the Fre , or 
certain a&tions and geſtures with the hands were uſed, to teſtifie theſin- 
 -ceritieoftheir aior,ctheir Heares and Hands did goetogether. 
"'Q: What were theſe abtionsor geſtures? . 

A. Wedoe find in Gods Word three kipds of ſuch Ceremonies or ge- 
ftures wich the hands. | 

1: By laying the hand:uyos ſomething in aſolemne manner, as upon or 
under the thigh of their ſuperiours, Gen. .24. 2,9. Gen.47. 29. in ſigne of 
their ſubmiſſion. Or upon the Altar, tReg, 8. 3 r. toſhew their devotion. 
And here in Eng/and welay the hand upon the Bible, and kifle it, as it 
wereto keepe touch with the Truth. 
©_ 2, By grvingof hands; in figne of a firme. union and . conjundtion, as it 
is uſed amongſt us now and then, eſpecially in Germany. This geſture we 
find, Ezech. 17; 18. Gal. 2.9. ; Ko 123% 

3. By lifting up the hands to heaven, 2s itwere by way of aſſeveration, 
and attcſtation before the moſt Higheſt, to be faichfull and true in the Co- 
venant, Gen. 14. 22. - MITE | | 

: 2 Which of theſe geſtures now Was moſt feenificant? | 

' 4. Fhe liſemg np of the hands ſeemerth molblignificantand binding.:For 
High * £ R | \ 

'x doth imply, we ſweare;”- Bo 6494 

'3. Fefore God, in the preſence of Him-who is above, and doth behold 

"all chings upon whom we point with our hands, tobeare witnefle with us, 
*Pfal.'219./122. This is implyed, Eecleſ. 5.124 ! *: 

"2. Pnto,God, not onely\ro man; becauſe God: commandeth the true per- 
nee dfthings promiſed in his name and preſence, and we muſtgivean 


'Account'td him for ir, Gen. 14. 22, 


_ 


Try, which we:promiſe to advance by our Oath, or 
nsforour Oath, if weneglet it. In one word, that 
| nd Malt. | » Ao bin. me us, 'according as we lift up-our 
for of apainfthim, by Truth, or'Deceir, This is to cncer cncoee _ 
An 


ad enbiend h Mas = me weve an thu ket ok no 
Sad Ys pts om. 


| vepyartr oy ion mem Godeuryem ſceon@onr? ; 
= the third our Jullge,” mio hs 
Q. What other you for the exeellaney of this geſfhore? 
4. Betauſe this meer run ring is not only very nchs bue ule Fe 
God,” by Angeth, 'by Men; which hall never find a other” 
Ceremonyin the whole Word of God! It-wav uſed, & 22190 1 


 F. By God himſelf, Deur. 4 2, 40. 'Erech. 26! $;6/1 5, 
2. By An 5 10.5.by which Angells L5GTy apc Tefirs Chi 
3. By Godly men,Gen. 14: 22. ergo molt divine, heavenly ly, god & 

Qu a0thee is noW the laſÞ thing robe obſernell ina Covenant owe PAP; 
Quzre, or the Motions awd queſtions aboxt or againſt it ? %s 

A. Many queries may be made, and ar Made 3 p give HPRIT ih conſt 
der fome few with | 

Q: What way be the firſt Quere?- | 

A. Whether a manbe bound 'alwaiesro keepphdo pid har " 
Covenant, or/whether he may upon certtine vctifivns a __ 
and be freed from it ? 

Q. What is the anſWer hereof ? | © 

A. Diſtinguiſh between x particular Coniiee's ama! riqate pr- 
ſons, and a more g*1era{! Covenint'd a whoſe Nation, of body-of a 
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_ thid re rates Cannot free | 
order perceive that the negleR of the duties promiſed in the Covenant doe 
je 5 and prejudice the glory and ſervice of: God, which we haye-pro- 
miſed to adyance, $0.00. Magiſtrate. can free, us: from -our duty.'to fer 
, our ſelves apainſt all; char. way tugdee che. puriry, and (power,gf Re- 
ligion ; or to-free us; from our Repentance, and Reformation: which, we 
have promiſed. Our duty, iaſucha caſe is cather-to 1uffer; and to vndergoe 
all danger and puniſhments, then to forſake our Covenanc. Men may be 
deceiyed.in their humane policy, bur Gods Word cannot deceive us, which 


A. When a Covenant is taken by a whole Body of. a Nation or Con- 


4 


eregation, wherher every one is bound to itthat belpngerh to this Natien 
xtion, rcboughþe hath-nor.ſworne- Perſonally, or by a kind of 


all.or yerball cluſion and,cquiyocarign laboured toputit off ?. .... , 
CO VVhat the anſwer Gomes, ; c FEM 553} 99 Þn, 
A. We anſwer, 1. Yes, that every oneis boundto it,' becauſe. it/is an 
Oath of the Body, which frecth no particular member from.it, unkefle he 
ccafe ca be.a. member, 2 Chron. 34. 32+ Nay, ir doth bind thoſe thatare ab- 


much more doch i bind ce. lving.chough ablent, or deccirfull preſent. | 
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Q. which 6 he hart Quaged:,”, Var 4E x tian eres 0 
A. Whether a man may beforced and conſtrained by Authority and Power 
to take a Covenant? 10} 1 | : Hor T-efrio mn edt aavim 
A. Ic ſeemeth Men may be forced by Authority, if ic be for the-publick and 

their particular good, Thys Phyſicians may wecephytick pon their ftubborne ' | 

| patients 1n time of extremirie;.and the examples of Aſa,Efre; and /ofoab feemne 
to implic ir, 2 Chron-15:12-1 3-: E/r.10:7.8.: 2Chron.34 32.. 2.1 fremerh a» 


i 


| g2in not lawful, at leaſt not conveaient ro force men wlocles funk, whereunro 
the Freedome of will guided by the laſt diate of the underſtanding is_nece(- 
farily required, if it ſhall be a mans proper aCtion : much lefſe to force men toe 
dutie of pietie,as an oath is, an-invocation of God to be our witnefſe and judge, 
ſeeing that in ſuch performances God loverh a cheerful giver, and. hatech .com- 
pulfion and conſtraint, 2 Cor.g.7. Yer 3: Magiſtrates, may. by. informations + 
and perſwaſions endevour to bring men to ſuch neceſſary duties, and puniſh 
them for the wilfull negleR of chem, 2 Chren.r5.17, nay force them to declare 
themſelyes, whether they will fubmic or not, that the enemies may be _diſceve= | 
red and knowne. Thus much is likewiſe incended by Eſracs and Jofbahs Pro» || 
clamation, Thus much of a Covenent in generall, # - 2 
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OF.OUR COVENANTIN © 
PARTICULAR. | # 


Q. V Hat « the Nature of our Covenant, that wee have taken, or 
; to take ? | 

A. \ It is nearher neeerely civil nor merely ſpirituall. but 2 mixed Covenant 25 

| that of chojada was, 2 Reg.11.197. Wherein we doe promiſe cerraine duties to, 

the State and Church, for the maintenance of both againſt. Tyranny and* Here= 

fie : And to God.io maintaine his Truth and Goſpell againtt our common ene= 

- mies, and to reforme our lives in timeto come, Los 


—————— 
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So, 


theſe grounds together. 1. For ſmres committed;  Eſrd's ground in his Cove- 
' tiant, thefirange wites'E/.10,3. 'Wetalſo have taken and cheriſked range 
| _ wives, I ſay notovely Papiſts in our beds, bur firange wives in-our Chareti, 
© dolarrie and ſuperſtitions: in our ſtate, illegall wayes of oppreſſion, and bring- 
Ing in an arbircary government ; ſtrange wives in Citie, Countrie, Univerſities, 
Sur families, perſons, hearts, millions of (range wives 8c. 2. For judgements 
flifed or threatnedl; Is not' Gods hand Rretched out againſt us, and we ſuffer 
zSinach in it bodies, eftares; liberties, as thoſ&, Neh.9.36.27. 3+For mercies 
recerved ; not onely that we are not yet wholly conſumed, Lam.3.22. but char 
God hath preſerved us hitherto in the enjoying of his truth againſt ſuch infinice 
tjons ; hath ſooften diſappointed the- plots of our adverſaries ; blett the 


ſycceſſes, deliverarces, victories, and-contmueth Rill h:s blefſing to us. Bur wet 
willnotftand upon theſe grounds. and rather confider what motives are men- 
tioned in the Preface or Introduttion prefixed before the fix Articles. where wee 
ſhall clearly ſee the lawfiilneſle, necefficie, and equitie of this our Covenanc 
Funded uvon foure grounds, | 
Q. which z the firlt ground? | | 
A.Icis raken from the Efficient cauſe,the Perfons Covenanting ; We the Noble 
men, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of the Goſpell, 
and Commons of all ſorts inthe kingdomes of England. Scotland, and Ireland, 
Erving under one King, and being of one Reformed Religion, Theſe perſons 
have not onely power and right, but are bound and obliged thus to. unite and 
Knit themſelyes together for their mutuall preſervation : in aſmuch as the care of 
' thepublick good belongeth tothe body, and to thoſe that are che Kingdomef 
© | ey&s, cares. tongues, hands ; the Nobles, Knights, Miniſters, Commons, Whet 
God made a Covenant with che people, hecalled nor onely for Moſes, but for 
Aaron and his Tonnes, and 70. of the Elders of 1/7 aed, che repreſentative body 
 Neb.g.38. Ergo, our Parliament may tender this Covenant, to whom the care 
of the Kingdome is committed, 
:Q ; #bich & the ſecond ground? 
*  . Fromthefinall cauſe : Having before onr eyes, the glory of God, the ad- 
wvancement of the 3325p of Teſms Chrifh, the honour and happineſſe of the 
Kings Majeſtie, and his Poſterity, and the true publick, Liberty, Safetie, and 
Peare of the three Kingdomes, wherein every ones private condition © included, 
Now whether theſe be nor good grounds, judge you. 1.Gods gloricingenerall. 
'n Cor.10.31. in particular. 2 Chrox.15.12 13. 2.Religion, 2Chroy, 29.10, 
3. The Kings proſperitie, P/al.20.1.ſeq. & 72.4. 4.The publick RE" 
; - 24-09 


endeayours of Parlizment; the Atmies,hopes, prayers of his people, with fuch - 


ofthe Scare, Exed.24-1. In Nebemiah's Covenant, Princes, Priefis, People, 


together, /er.29.7. | | | 

Q. Itis true, men wilt pretend faire, and profeſſe they have ſuch ends, 
But how ſhall I know, whether this be their end indeed ? 

A, Iris true, fiſt, God 'knoweth the hearts of all. men. alone, and yyill 
judge every one according to his heart, x Xeg.8.39. We'doe not know mans 
inward parts, Bur ſecondly, if it be erue whas Chrift faiths Afarh.7.16.ſogs 
then we judge of the Parliaments fincericie by their fruits, How many evi- 
dent, undemable arguments could we alledge, to evidence their fincere and 
faichfull intentions 1n all cheir actions, if we doe bur conſider; Allcheir pro- 
credings from the beginning, the ſubſtance of their Peritions;; the. manner 


obſerved in their pr: cedings, by ſ.ch ſubunſive, bumble fopplicas Shs and R- 


Remonſrances ; their patience and wil.ingacfſeto paſſe by lo many diſgra- 
ces, repalies threatnings, aſſaults, publick and private, in their perſons; e- 
ſtates, ſtudics, writings. grand and groſle breaches of cheis priviledges;.. and 
many injuries; their forced armng, when rhe ad verie partie was. 'alrcady in 
armesand acticn;and had. befieg:d places, and. plundered; well-sfeRed.; 
their care to prevent ſhedding of 19nocent bla.,d, by teadring humble ſup= 
plications ro the King, in 1ngutation of our. brethren the Score, rhough-not 
with the ſame ſucceſſe z theircageand providence to hiader. all "—_ and 
infolencirs of wuldiers, opprefiion of Subyeis;and to maintain and eſtabliſh 


Truth and Peace amongſt us; ther reaginefſeco hearken to.any motion.of 


accommodation from rangers. gotwithſtanding that they were fo oft de- 
ceived by. feigned Treaties; their gentlenefſe and. willingnefle. to receive to 
mercy-& ropardon ſuch as were maſled,co jnviteall ſo lovingly.cochem give 
fo-much tune and encoura arp and todealec fo favourably with undeſer- 
-ying inalignants. and pro 

ue in this worke, natwittiſtanding all oppoſitions and difcouragements ; 
their inevitable heza\ding- and vencugingthe loſſe of their, eſtaces, offices, 1+ 
berties lives in this quarrell, ſo that. nothing is too deare to. them for the 


'j -. Common gobd the little appearance of |any-,private-by-end, or by-reſpeR, 


that they could aime at,-propertionable to-their- paines; charges, dangers, 
which now'they undergoe, Beſides, nay above all this; I hope,..this very 


Cavenant will rake away all ſuſpitions of. deceit fram them, ſeeing they en= ' 


gage theinſelves to the- performance of theſe ends, by-an oarh under a curſe, 
before the Almighty God. I hope you will accquntthemof ſo much hone- 
tie, and conſcience at leaf}, as to believe; they- would: nor o'grolly mock 


el 


God in the Covenant, andforſweare themſelves ſo fowly: and hazard t their 


owne falyation, for ſoine few uncertain by-ends, and by-reſpeRts, Chriſtian 
F-:-Þ | B 2 | 1 
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24-16, Pſal.122.6. 5, Our private welfare, E/h.9.2. Publike and private . 
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charity ſhould teachrus, tohave a becter opinion of thoſe; of whom we doe 

not know any thing to the contrary. Ce 
Q. #dirb3/ the chird Ground | 
A. Ir is raken frota the imput/foe canſe > calling to mind, 1, the trea- 4 

cherous and bloody plors, attempts and prattifes of the enemes of God a= 

yainſ? rhe rene Religion and prof. ſours they-of, in ll plates, eſpetially in 

of rhree bingdomes, ener ſence the Reformation! of Religion, Rearember 

the 26, or 28, Plots in Queen Elzaberbs dayes ;/ many piots in K. James 

his dayes, andthe Popiſh Gunpowder Treaſon above all; divers plors in 

"this Kingyrine 2g /inft Religion and Liberne; che plers a licdle before , and 

during this Parfizmenc,fo man; canning hainous,clofe, dangerous neerethe |. 

Execution. that they doe parallel, if not fur noun. all former plors, confpira= + 

cies and treaſons of former times; though by Gods mercy all diſcovered and 

Ydiſippoinced. The ſnare is broken, and wee are delivered. Bleſſed br 8c. 

Pſalx 24.7. 2 How much their rage, power and preſumption, are of late, 

ad at this tire intreaſed and exerciſed. Wirnelics every where, Papiſts, 

xebels, il] Counſelloars,; roclaimed crattours, are the Chiefe Counſellours of 1 

the Cloſer, not oncly countenanced, bur truſted: Prietts Jeſuires entertained 

Iriſh rebels employed : ſupplyes of money collected in France, [talie, Low- d of 

Coupries, for the advancement of rhe Rowan Carholick Religion in Exg- < 

TJand: Maſe xnd Popery publikely ſuffered, che cruch fled 2 the pro- 

| fefſorsof it perſecuted * the Parliament charger with treaf -n-+]/ confonnded. 

3. The deplorable eſtate of the Church and kingdome of Ireland,” the di- 
ſſed eſtate of the Church and kingdome of England. and the dangerous 

eſtate of the Church and kengdom: * Scotland, c. Is nor this grount- and þ 

warrant enough) to helpe dymg [rela d, bleeding England, threatned Sror- | 

_ Zard, againft ſuch bloody murtherers, which have maffacred fo many thew- 

ſand innocent Proteſtants in colt! blood, and withour any cauſe? Thoſe ene- 

nies are worſt, becauſe in our owne bqwels. AMatth.ro. 36. 4 After ether 

.. means of Supplications, Remonſtrances, proteſtarions, and ſufferings. They 

have uſed all farre meancs they;could. Wharſocver any meere ſubjpet could 

havedone, they did *thonghimore then meere ſubjeRs in. this netion of 'z 

P:xrliament,not onely ſabordivzare Magiltrates under, but coordinare Magi þ} 

ftrates'with the King under God; and yerall to no purpoſe. So that now | 

they are forced to make ſich a Covenancfor the glory of God, and the come 

mon good againſt commonenemies, EF 

- -Q. Which rhe fourth/ground ? | | | | 

"of. From the formall cauſe in ſeverall particulars, ,, 1. According to the 

commendable praftiſe of theſe kingdomes in former times. In King tohns 


UC, 


\5nf BE EINER 
time, 4.c+1 312. In King Hexry the third, Edward 2. Richard 2. Edward 4. 
Richard 3. aud other King: times, as the Annals and Hiſtories doe clearly 
manifeſt. 2. According to the Example of Gods people in other Nations; 
nay» even ſince the Reformation : Wunefſe the Smalcaldran Covenant or 
League of the frlt Proreſtant Princes againlt Charles cheg, EmperorgSieidan. 
The League of Proteſtanrs in Fraxceoft renewed. 7 hnan. The late Union of 
Proteſtanc Princes in Germanic entred Anno Dow. 1610. Metteran. And 


eſpecially the example of the Unired Provinces in the Low-Countries, be» 
ſides divers uthers. 3- After mature deliberation, not raſhly,lightly. Ic Was . 


nor one dayes, weekes, or moneths worke, to trame,and make, and takethis 
Covenant. Great conſultations about, great-wiſdome uſed in it, agreatdeale 
of preparation cowards it, Theſe aow areſufficient grounds for the lawful 
neſſe and necefhrie of this our Covenant. yr 

.Q. #hatis theQ 1omodo or Mannet of taking this onr Covenant ? 

A. To the manner of raking this our Coyenanc. we muſt obſerve the in- 
ward or internall, and the ourwardor externatl forme of it.. The 5nternal 
forme is#» Domino, 1nd per Dominum. inand bythe Lord, The external 
forme is with |:fring up onr hands to heaven, and ſubſcr:bing the Covenant, 
Theformer is r-quired of us inthe Concluſion of the Covenant, where wee 
doe declare and engage our ſelves tothe dues of Repertance and Reformati- 
9%, ang d-pendarce on God for grace to perf,xrme its Theſecondinithe laſt 
clauſe of the Preface nr Preamble prefixed before the fix Articles, : 

- Q.. t#hat doe we declare inthe Concluſion ? 

A. Foure things are obſcryable in it, Our Humiliation, Reformation, 
Adjuration. Supplication. | ; 

Q. #hat meaze you firſt by our Aumiliation ? | TY PE 
A. Becauſe theſe K-ngdomes are guilty of many Fnnts, and provecations 
Againſt God. and bus Soune Teſus Chriſt, as is too manifeſt by our preſent di- 


ſtreſſes and dngers, the fruits thereof : We profe(ſe and declare before \God 


and the world our unfeigned deſire to be bambled for our /innes. 

I. In:Gezerall, and that partly for our owne /ianes; becaule til aur finnes 
be taken away, God wilt nor admit us into-his\'Covenant, Eſa.r.16. The 
Jewes firtt ſeparated themſelves from their ſtrange wives, Neb.g.2. and then 
entred into a Covenant ver 28. 

Partly for the finnes of theſe Kingdomes, our Nationall finnes;elſe we ace 
unfit co make a nationall Covenant, So did Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 39.10.16- 
20..and Torah, 2 Chron.24.3-4-31.clpectally ſeeing we all-contribure co the 
common Rock of national finges; and-make our ſelves guiltie of orher mens 


finnes and plagues, if we doe nor hinder and mourne for them, Kev-18.4- 


» 
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Da: 5.22. wheras private mourners for publick evils are marked Exch. 9.4 

IE. In partieslay, for divers branches of Nacionall and perſonall finnes, 
and more eſpecially, 1. That we have not, 4s we ought, valued the ineſtima- 
ble ben:fit of the Goſpell. We grew weary, had too much ot it, preferred 
our eaſe and eftates before it, began co corrupr and oppoſt it ; like the Gada- 
rens, Lnk. 8.37. young man;Hath. 19.22. Tewts, As 17.5. High Prieſts, 
AFR. 4q-2,3-40. 2. That we have not [abowred for the puritie and power there- 
of: Many of us were as thoſe, 2 75. 3.5. Ic was indifferent ro us, whether 


_ © Wehad the Gofpell ar all, ac leaſt in puricie and power: we begin to hate 


pure, powerfull preaching, Ame. 5. ro. Ter.5. 20,31.had itching cares,2 Tim. 
4 3-Eſ.30. 10. ' 3-That we have not endeavonred to receive Chriſt into our 

arts,though perhaps in our eares,or tongues. Many like thuſe Iarh. 7.22. 
Ezech.33.31. Few like Lydia, At,16.14 4 That we have not walked 
worthy of hims in our lives. We were molt part Chriſtians by profeſſion, but 
did ſhew lictle of Chriff in our converfarion. The Papiſts could caft it in 
our teeth, nay the Atheiſts ; Theſe are our profe(urs,” that boxlt ſo much of 
faith, ſhew me thy faith, ce. Sam. 2.18... 5. B-Fdes many other finnes and 
tranſgreſſions, which did ſo much abound amongſt us. 1f men doe nor »riſe 

theGoſpell ,: and receive Chriſt into their hearts they will be 2pr tro fall into 
| finne; becauſe nothing will or can keep them in awe, or reſtraine from 
fnne, Eph:4-18 19. Trr.2.15. 

Q_. What meane you ſecondly by owr Reformation ? 

A. We doe profefſe and declare before God 2nd the world, to amend onr 
#ver, and that in a twofold reſpet. 1. Foy our ſelves, in our owneperſons, 
where we engave our: ſelves to a true and fincere refyr-nation in every Pparti- 
cular marke and fgne of it : todoe it firlt. rhrowghty and generally, in all 
duties we owe to God an4 wan, without picking and chufing, P[al.1 19.6. 
Phil. 4/8. 2nd good reaſon for ir, becauſe Zam.2,ro0, Here the ruler failed, 
Lutke1$.22, 2,Conftantly and every where, in publick dnd'in private Some 
will be conformable in publick, bur doe noching in private, like thoſe, 
Math, 6.1, 5,16, others will doe ſomething ar home, bur are aſhamed or 
afraid of it abroad ; Nicodemwfſes. or like to Toſeph'of Arimathca, Toh.,1 9, 
32, whereas we ſhould be like Joſhua, Jof,24.15, or like David, who ſer- 
yed God in publike. Pſal.119.46. 2 Sam. 5,20, and iv private, P/al,53.6, 
'2. Earneſfly aud jealouſly; each one to goe before another in the example of a 
-yoall K 0%, to be ringleaders to pierie,” x Cor,r1x,x, not tyred jades, 
or Beares drawne to the flake, but running, P/2.1 19.32, Phil,3,14. Marth, 
Tx,72.togive example to others Miniſters, 1 7792,4,12,. All Chriftians, 
» Theſſ,1,7, 4+ Really, and effeftually,uor onely to prrpoſe, deſire, bur to en- 


CATVORY, 
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Aeavorr, We muſt not be men 'of good wills ofely, But nake good out 


promiſes and reſolutions, 2 Per;1,1o0, [am2,13, Where you have been moſt. 


remiſs, there you-muſt be moſt aFive : what you did drowlſily,” you niufi 
now doe cheerefully ; where you have given an ill example, you mult give 
good example - where you haye eariced others to ſfinne, you muſt -provoke 
them to pierie, Eſa, 3s 

2, For all others, that are #nder our power and charge, to ſte them like- 
wiſe conformable in the duries promiſed to the Covenanr, | Good reaſon for 
it, becauſe God hath commirted their ſoules as well to you, as their bodies; 
Eph,6.4.Gen.18,19, Youmutt give an account for them at the laſt days No 
Miniſter hath a greater charge lying upon him 1 regard of his people, chan 
2 Father in regard of his famulic, and children, God will require their blood 
at the paretits hands, x Sam. 3.1 3, therefore good Parents and Maſters were 
carefull for their families in this reſpeR, lobe 24.15, David Plal.101,44 
and many others, 

Q_. What mean: you thirdly by our 2djuration? | 

A, We doe adjureand bind our felyes tothe true and reall performance 
of theſe duties, profeſſing and declaring publikely, that we make this-Cove+ 
ant in the preſ ce of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all hearts, with arrue 
intention to performe the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer, at that day, when' the ſe+ 
crets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. This is the curſe we bind our ſelyes un- 
to in this Coyenant, The Lord of heaven be mercifull to all, that have 'ta« 
ken, or ſhall take this Coyenant, to remember theſe words for evermore.. 
We take this Covenint upon our ſalvation, or damnation, if wekeepe or 
breake ir, Doenotay, we are forced to ir, elſe we Joſe our eflates,” We doe 
not force you, bur leaye ir free to you : as for the conſequences,, you may an- 
fwer for your ſelves. If thou haſt no mind tot, or thy conſcience be agii 
it, doe not take it : for thou wil incurre Gods judgemenc in ſwearing'talfly; 
Zach,y.4-Is it not betrerto hazard thy eſtate, then thy. ſoule ? Neicher'doe- 
fay, I ſhall nor keepe it; for when the other fide commeth, they will make 
me {wearethe contrary? For if thou dolt rake this Covenant really, thou 
muſt not ſuffer chee to be forced 30 the contrarie, but perſevere in- it- againlt 
all force and oppoſitions: which thou promiſeſt in theſrxe Arricle,. | 

Q. #hat meanc you bythe fourth particular, the Supplication? 

A, We doe humbly beſzech the Lord, fixſt, ro frengthen us with hs holy 
Sptrit for this end, that we may be able to performe theſe duries, For ofour 
ſelves wecan do nothing, ſoh,v5,5, 2 Cor,3.5 . but all things through Chriſt, 
Phil.,q.1 3, Our duty is, to intrear God ro ſtrengthen vs toir.. or to take us 


walling to ſuffer for it, © 2, Tobleſſe.owr deſires and proceedings with fuch 


 ſeceeſſe, 


| | (14) TEEN | 
ſwereſſe, as may be deliverance and ſafetie to his people, and enconragement to 
orher Chriſtian Churches groaning under, oriin danger of the yoke of Anti- 
chriſtiantyrannie,to joyne inthe ſame, or like Afſociation and Covenant, to 
the glory »f God, the enlargement of the kingdome of Ieſus Chriſt, and the 


Peace-and tranquilitie of Chriſtian” kingdomes - and Commor:-wealths. ' 


Which end che Lord grant we may obtaine, - 

-'Q.- #bich & the outward forme of raking this Covenant ? 

.'eF. Itisto be manifeſted by /rfting wp the right hand bare, and by ſub- 
ſcribing our names to the Covenant. How figntican: the lifting up of hands 
is, we have expl: ined above; and this indeed is the outward figne and argu- 
mear of theoath. The ſubſcription doth ſhew, that we have taken che oach 
truly and wiilingly.. And thus it was uſed,Neh.g 38. which will bean e« 
videnceagiihſt us, if we breake ir. By lifting up of our hands we ſweare to 
Almighty God z and by ſubſcribing we doe profefſe and declare, that we 
have iworne, and intend to keepe ic, All diſſembling, equivocations, and 
clufons are hereby cur off. : | 
: Q&. 7n the laſt place, what are the Q veries and queſtions oboxr or againſt 
this our Covenant ? x 

. | Many queſtions and objeRinns are, made againſt it. whereof ſome 
are of no conſequence, ochers molt f..'[ly anſwered by the Aſſembly. of Di- 
vines-in their Exhortation, to which I doe referce you, Oacly to give you 
further contenr, ler us confider ſome few of them, Us 
Qs» #hich i the firft quere ? o 
-  F: Whether this our Covenant doe not crofle the oathes of Supremacie 
- and Allegiance ? 

-Q. #hat the anſwer to it? 
j--24, No : it doth nor ctoffe, but rather eſtabliſh them : becauſe by this Co- 
yenantweare bound topreſerve the Kings Majeſtics perſon and Authorite, 


In'the preſervacion of the rruc Religion, and Liberties of the kingdomes. | 


This appeareth more particularly, 1.In the oath of ſupremacie, which is 
eonfirmed by the Covenant, inaſmuch as by it we doe aſcribe: and reftore to 


| the Kings Authoricie, the Power of governing and reforming the Church ac- 


cording to.Gods word. which power the Biſhops had denicd and ſolne 
trom che King; by maintaining their Epiſcopalt Dioceſan power to be 7re 


divins, contrary tothe knowne lawes of the Kingdome, 2.In the Oath of 


Allegiance, which is likewiſe confirmed by this Covenant, binding us to 
preſerve the Authoritie of the King, which lawleſſe Rebels, unfaichfull Coun- 
#llours; bloody Traitours, and godlefſe Papiſts ſoughe to deprive his Maje- 


af 


Hicof and to.cranflace it into the hands of ſome few ill-deſpoſed As" F 


bd | (23). Be BP"... 
Tn ofie word, this Covenant doth no more prejudice the oathes of Supreme-: 
cite and Allegiance, then the Proreſtation we tooke heretafore, whereof this 
Covenant is bur at Explication and Confirmation. © + * HY hank 
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Q_. hich & theſecond Quere 2 nos RE 
A. What need was then oof the Covenant; when it i*thEſ@ame 
Proteſtation ? es Wada © 23 +37 04 
.Q. What may be anſwered herennto'? -* | EIA EST, 
A. The Aſſembly anſwereth thus: 'T here & nothing alnioft in\this Co 
venant. which was not for ſubſtance either expreſſed, or manifeſtly included 
in the Proteſtation,8&c. But the finfull ne ot. of it, doth, as we- may fly 
ing- 


feare, open one floudgate more to let in all theſe calamities upon the 


dome, aud caſt npon it a weeeſſitie of renewing that Covenant, and entring tn 
To this,” Give meleaveto addeonething more; that though the as fy n 


on and Covenant be of the ſame ſubſtance, yet'is this Covenant in fome re» 
ſpe&s of more weight and conſequence, and doth bind us more firmely'to- 
the obſervance of thoſe duries. ' 1. In regard of the perſox5 that takeit « The 


Proteftation was taken by Erg/and onely : Fhe' Covenant 1 the three 


Kingdoms. 2-In-regard of the matter: what the Proteſtation'did expreG'more 
generally, this Covenant doth more particulatly, elpecially in the' point oF 
Church-governwent,&c. 4.In regard of the ed - The Proteſtationdidus * 
nite us all together in this Kingdome : but this Covenant doth''unire three 
Kingdomes together ; Now a threefold cord is not eaſily broken;Eoleſiqar2- 
4: In regard of ri1e > The Proteſtation was taken, before" da | bralte 
out into open warres, where Biſhops; Prelates, Malignants, Newters/all 
made no ſcruple to take,and to breake ir. Bur now times are altered; the 
breach is greater, much blood is ſpile, mens affetions are divided; Religion - : 
and Liberty is in more danger, the State muſt be ſure of: mens diſpoſitions; 
who totruſt and confide in, left ſecret Malignants doe more hurt-by un- 
dermining,then open encmies by afauling, This thetfore. is. Grfat Britaines 
Shibboleth ; whoſocver can or will not pronounce it, is att Ephraemnte, and 
muſt looke for.his teward, /xd.n2,6. 1 GH TO 

Q. Which x the third Queref ' 7 1772 

A. The Proteſtation, they Tay, was taken by the Kings conivence and 
generall permiſſion, bur not:ſothe Covenant; which is commanded without, 
nay: againſt the Kings conſent. Ergo, unlawfull. "I 


- 


Q. - What us the wiſmer hereof? *> * 


- 4 


1, The Aſſerribly arfeereth. mol fully andfarkfaRorilys to thy ratio- 

nable man.”-1. That it us no new thing 'for a State: or people to' enter 'into a 

 Covrnant without their Princes conſent. Ezra and Nehemiah did Ss 
hi bg; = < - = oli 
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the Kingsof Perfiaconſent, though they were no ſuch free ſubjetts, as wee 

pda bleſſorg, Ezra 1 _z The States of Holland extred 
into ſuch a Covenant without, nay, againſt their Prince the King of Spaine, 
which League was conntenanced, defended, and approved of by onr King as 
» bawfill, and the united Provinces accounted Free Sates, Our King by hus 
expedition for Rochel doth confirme the ſame. 2.T he Scottiſh Covenant was 
taken without, nay, againſt the Kings conſent, and made ſo odions to his 
Aajeſty, that he ſought by force of armes to diſſolve and ſuppreſſe it + but 
when his Majeſtic was rightly informed of it, Peace was made ,our Brethren 
the Scors cleared fromall aſper/ion of rebellion by an aft of Parliament, 
pablikely read in all Churches, and the Covenant ftill in force. Why ſhall 
not we hope the like bleſſing from God, and favour from the King,in Gods 
duc time a. jo Covenant is the ſame in ſubſtance wich the Scottiſh 
Covenant, and we of the ſame relation to the King? But whart if I ſhould 
—_— _ a this our — was ww" yr Tag ar the 

Authori King, though it be condem 1s Perſonall 

— ? For as long. as this Parliament of _— — the 
| Royall Authoritieand Power is annexed to it, by yertue of that AR of 
 Continuance +{o that the King of Eng/and in his Power may Gill be at 
. Weſtminſter; though King fer in his Perſon bee at Oxford or elſe-- 
where And this isnor-treaſon nor abſurditie to avouch, when we know, 
.thas the Kings Power and Authoritie is in- the Kings Bench, Court of 
Wards, or any other Court of Juſtice, though the Kings Perſon be hun- 
dreds, nay, thouſands of miles abſear. And 'why ſhould this Power and: 
Authoritic be denied to the Supreme apd Higheſt Court of the Kingdome, 
that is granted to other inferiour Courts under it ** And. chus-much for our 
Covenant in-particular. 
OF THE SIX ARTICLES 

OF THP FIRST ARTICLE. 


Hat is the flinme or ſubſtance of the Fir Article ? 
A. Three duries are required of us, that we ſhall &©- 


<Q 


[s w 


Foes 5k 1. The Preſervation of Religion in Scotland. 2.The Reformation: 
of Religion in. E:g/and and Irelavd. 3.,The A three 
1 omes: 


Cr 7 ) : . ' 
| Kingdomes in the heereſt conjunion and ufiformitie in Religion: 


| undoubtedly ſet upon us, if they 
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Q. .What doe we promiſe concerning Scotland ? 

A. Obſerve herediftinaly. 1. Q»jd, or matey contained in it : Thar 
we ſhall ſincerely, really, and conſtantly through the Grace of God pnileavour 
in our ſeverall places and callings, the preſervation of the Reformed Religi- 
9% in the Church.of Scodand, in Dottrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment againſt the common enemies : That the Papifts or ahes Sets doe not 
alrer, or hinder or corrupttheir _ now profeſſed. 2. Qzerz,or Ao- 
true, why we ſhall be bound:o it. Reaſons. r. Becauſe they are 'our bre- 


 thren,in civill reſpe&, living under on? King, fellow ſubjeRts ; and in 2 


ſpirituall reſpeR, of the ſame Religion. fellow members of Chriſts bodie, 
Ergo,bound to help one anocher,/oſ.1.14.Neh.4.r4.r Cor.r2.25.2.Becauſe 
maintaine the ſame truth, _ the ſame common enemies, who will 
overrun or overcome, 2 Sa.1ro.11.17, 

3-Awomodo,or Mamer, how to performe it ; We ſhall not plot or con=- 
erive, joyneor give conſent unto any alteration in their Religion, lefſeen- 


deavour to troublethem in or aboutir; but rather diſcover the Plor, if we 


know it; hinder che attempt, if we are ablerodoe it; diſapprove of ir, if 
we heare any thing concernitfs it ; help andaſſift them, if required to it. 

4. Quzereor Motive,and queſtion about it. Ic may be objeRed : T know 
not what cheir Religion is ; How can I with a good: conſcience defend an 
unknown cauſe. Reaſ. r.Informe thy ſelfe of it. Tgnorance doth not" free 


_ theefrom the duty, bur rather doubleth the finne. 2. Thou art required to 


maintain our brethren in theenjoying of the priviledge, which | 
legally by authoricie of Ki x4 bo Fold in Ds of rg drm 
and Church-government, which: theu art bound to doe for civill reſpe&s, 
though thouſhouldelt not underſtand their Religion. A dutie [oſha per- 
formed to the very heathen, the Gibeonites, when they were oppreſſed in 


their lawfull liberties, /oſ.10.6. much more ue to our Brethren. 3,We are © - 


not bot1nd to maintaine them further then according to Gods word, neither 
doe they defire it. 4-Whatſoeyer men pretend, they know well what reli- - 
gion our brethren profeſſe, or may know it out of their publick Declarati-" 


ons. Therefore this is but a fig leafe and vain exception, 


Q_. What doe we promiſe concerning England a»d Ireland ? ES 
A. Obſerve againe, 1.Qwid, or Matter contained in it : That we (hall 
ſmeerely, really, conſtantly endeavonring 8&ce the Reformation of Religion 
bere in dottrine, to purge it fromerrours : in worſhip, to denſe it from popiſh 
and humane traditions : i» 4ſcipline and ſpirituall cenſure, to be _ 
2 W1 


| (26 | | 
with more zeale afid conſcience : 7: +» 0 ahd order, according $0 the 
word of God, and the example of the beſt Reformed Churches. l, 
. 2; Q zaze.or Hotives to it. x.becauſe this Reformation is generally" cott= 
Feſſed 'to be. moſt neceffarie, and many things to be amifle; - In DoFrize, 
in regard of many of the 39. Articles, which: need more explanation; and 
| betterexprefſions, and particularly inthe point of Predeftinarion, Chriſt de- 
ſending to hell, the Church,&'c.: In worſhip, by reaſon of many Popiſh, 
ſuperſizcious, unneceflatie Ceremonies left amongſt us : Jn Drſcipline, 'and = 
that great abuſe of the Power of the keyes, and ocher enormities commirred 
inthe Biſhops unſpiricuall Courts, inthe ſuppreſſing of (inne and finners : 
In government by that illimiced and tyrannicall power of Biſhops andtheir 
dependants.- 2. Becaufd. this Reformation would be moſt comfortable, 
rofitable, honourable, to have all things {etled according to Gods word, 
al.87.2,3- for as many as walke according to this rule, have peace, Ga/.6. 
I6. and fafctie, 2 Chron.x1-17. + * | 
*. 3. Quomodo or Maner how to performe it» We muſt wiſh and long af- 
ter ſuch 2 Reformation: carneftly pray for it; contribute towards it, what- 
{ever meages or grace we have, 'by our adviſe, eſtates, perſons , : counte- 
_ nanceandaſhii thoſe that are employed abourke; reſiſt thoſe that will hin- 
der it; if brought to paſſe, rejoyce of, be thankfull for, ſubmit unto, perſe- 
vere in it, x 7 im.6,11. Rev.3.1/7,18« Ss 
'+ 4. Qzere; or otionabour it. Many do objeR and fay, Why was it 
notdone long agoe ? what harme do theſe things. in the Church? why have 
our former Kings not undertaken is? Theſe things have been good all this 
while, how come they now to be Antichriſtian and ſuperſtitious ? Reaſ. r. 
In Gods ſeryice it is not enough fer an order or obſeryation to be harmileſſe, 
bur it muſt be uſefull, x Cor.2.4-26, 2 Cor.12.19. Now, whatgood do theſe: 
reliques? 2.Anciquitie or toleration doth nor make thing good or lawfull, 
elſc the Mafſe and images were good, becauſe very ancient. 3.It may bee 
things be not abſolutely finfull,buc burdenſome : if we can eaſe our ſelves: 
from them, why not ? But theſe things are ſuperſtitious and finfull withall. 
4-Former Kings did oof reſorme them, becauſe they could not.convenienely,- 
They did what they , and left the teſt! to: their! ſucceflours. - It: is no» 
good conſequenee : Former Kings did not fully reforme the Church. .E.their 
ceſſours muſt not doe. it.  Tchoſhaphat lefe the high places, becauſe the 
; Peoples heart was not yetprepared;&c. 2 Chrins. 20: 33. ſhall therefore Ho- 
xchiah and To/sah leaye them fill, and not deſtroy them? No, God forbid, 
but they brake them do wag becauſethey had power and occaſion to doe ir, 
2 Reg.18.4-& 23-5. /*q. Our former Kings did notabrogate theſe wigs, 
| wW y - 
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. Why ? King Edward durſt not; by reaſon of his minoritie, ahdbecaule Re- 
_ forination was but thewly begun, arid he was itt hope to doe forthe preſens 

more 

people, thatdid looke muth-upon eutwardipompe-:and:; power and! whoſe 

wo was not yet prepared for: the ſfimplicitie: of the Goſpell; 1and -who 
knoweth what he would have done tmore; if he had lived longer? Qurene 
Elizabeth had worke enough to maintaine and-ſettle the eruch.of the, do> 
arine; and had hor' much time left her-t©: ſettle: the! goyernwent; of the 
Church; in thoſe dayes where this Ki was for: much infeied by-do- 
meſtick and forraitie enemies, and feditiofis... King /ames ſeemed to- have 
been avers from this alteration, and would not change this goyernment, 
becauſe by falſe informatibns he was perſwaded, : chat 
and-ſofor politick reafonsdid maintaine that order, :and inthemhe reſt 
the reliquess.Fqx a8 thany Biſhops; ſomany Votes for Him,in/Parliament, 
a great advantage of 26.in that ſmall number of Peeres,that then/ was: Thus, 
you ſce the groundleſteſſe of this conſequence ; Our former Kings; did not. 


- E. we ſhould not. But-rather this to be theerue;conſequence;i2:King; Ed 


ward durlt not, Queen E/iz.aberh could noti King James w 
dare, Weican, We may : Ergo, We oughtrodoeit. + +; : 
Q, What doe we promiſe concerning all three Kingdomes >. ,55+11 
A. Obſerve againe, 1,Q xid;or Matter contained in it : We doe proyriſe 
to endeavonr, 8c. to bring the Ch robes of Gad ip the. three Kingdomes to 
phe neereſt: conjunttion antl anifornlirle in Rehigion,Confefſion of faith Forme 
of Church-government, direftory for Worſhip and Catechifong. + . © 
2.Q »arcor Motives ro it, 1:Thutwe and mrpoſterie afier us. may 


- 4 


Brethren live in faith and love,Pſal. 3 3.1, No ſweeter harmonic,then that J 


- 2.7 bar the Lord muy delight to dwell in the mid} of ur,Þ;:234,3. God 


hateth differences every 


o2in{t all thoſe which will hinder us in; and deprive us of this bleſſing, by - 
crafr, or force, Nehi4.6.9. 1 Cora: ror. 12:28 72 meg WW fi» 
' "4.Q x4rv,or Motion; and\queftion about'it; It may be: objeRed; that'ic 
is almoſt an impoſſible thing, to!reduce' To. many [Churches of ſuck King--: 
domes, to ſuch an Uniformirie, ſeeing tharin ths Apoſtles dayes ie:equld nor 
be obrained, but there were diviſions and: differences off opinions, even 
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good by the Power arid Authoriicaot 'ReforniedBihopss,amonglt 2 | 


o Biſbop no King; 
-che reſt of 
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among the Apoltles theinſelves, Is rand other Chriſtians Rows.1 4.2.5. 
' Reſp. There may be an uniformitic in thegenerill, though there be diffe- 
rences "in ſome particular. circumftances, 2. Our dutic is to bring the 
Churches in the neereſt conjunSion, as neere as we can ; If*it be not poſſi- 
ble to conforme them in every particular, let us goe as farre as we may. 
3-The differences of opinions among the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 
didnot cauſe any difference in affeRion, which is the chiefeſt to be conſide- 
- red infonedurie; tohaveour affeRions knit and united together, though 
there ſhould be difference in judgement: in which caſe we muſt beare one 
with another, Roms.14- 3-19. 4-If we cannot agree in circumſtatices, let us 
agree in the ſubſtanceand maine end; in the fundamentall points of Re- 
ligion, toadvance the kingdome and Gofpell of Jeſus Chriſt, Divers Phy- 
fitians mectingrogerher-aboutone fick man; may :be of different opinions 
concerning the cauſe and cure of thediſcaſe, yer haye the ſame end, the re- 
coverie of the fick partie. Let the fame mind be in us. 5. Though it be 
hard, yet not impoſſible. Magiſtrates may with che advice of Divines agree 
about cercaine forme or methodin generall, to beobſerved by all, withqut 
any hurtto mens conſciences, if they ſeetime and occaſion. To which great 
worke the Lord grant them the {pirit of wiſdome, pietie, moderition and 


_ courage. Amen. 


OF THE SECOND ARTICLE. 


Q. #hich « the ſecond Article ? 
; © ff. That we ſhall inlike mamer , without reſpe#t of perſons, endeavour 
the extirpation,&c. 
Q. What is the ſumme or ſubſtance of it.? | | 
4, Obſerve againe. 1.Q xid, or matter contained. in ic.: We doe pro- - 
miſe, r.in generall, to exdeavour the extirpation of whatſoever (hall be found 
in our Church, to be conmtrarie to ſound dottrine, and the power of godlineſſe. 
2;In particular, and that partly in points of doftrine, Popery, Prelacie,Su- 
perſtition, the mother, d r, arid their attire on; one” fide : Hereſie and 
Schiſme, mother and child on the other ſide ; So/omons rwo harlots, that 
our Church may be brought home to the true Mother, the truth of the Goſ- 
. We promiſe the extirpation of all-errours, on the right and lefe hand, 
and that we will neithergoe too farreon one fide towards Rowe,nor fall tov 
- farreof an theother fide to Babel, but hinder both 12 partly, in points of 
_praRtice;prophanneſſe, the Gter, or rather the daughter of errour and un- 
found dorine. Fer when our judgement is perverted, our practice _—_ 


h ( 31 ; £Y 
| be fotind whenthe head was leprous x PA bedy was pottounced ut- 
terly unclean Lev. 1 3, 44. Tite 1,15, 

2 Quare or Motivesto it, 1eleaſt we partake in other mens ſins 1.Tim, 5. 
I1- 22. Which wedoe many wayes, eſpecially if we dee tot hinder or ſup- 
preſſe them, when we righe doe it. 1. Sam. 3. I 3. nay if we doe not mourne 
for them. Dar. 5. 232. Ezech. 9. 4+ 2. P. 2. 8.:*2.Leaft we pertake of their 
plague: Rev. 18, 14. theeffeR of perraking in their ſins, 3: that the Lord 
neay be one, and his Name one 'in the three Kingdoms, and we all mayſerve 
GOING in the ſame manner, with the ſame heart, to the ſame end 

© + 3» 6, | 
3+ , — av" Aanrr, how to performe it ; our duty. is to be fully 
informed of all theſe perticulars, what are in their on 
. Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſie, &c,to be fully convinced of the 
and dangers of them, andxrie them by the word of God, whether they be of 
Gods planting or Satans imping, 1. /0h. 4.1. 2.to mourne and be aſha- 
med, that we have ſo long beene abuſed by them contrary to Gods. word, 
and that ſo many of us axe flill ſo much'enclined-to them in their affeRions, 
being fo loath to forſake the ſacrifice to the-Q uceve of Heaven, leaft the 
power of the Goſpell deprive us of our licentiouſne(le ; like unto thoſe Zer. 
44+ 17. 18.3.o increat the Lord,not onely to weed and to roote out theſe 
helliſh plants, but to encline our hearts to a defire and longing after it, to 
havehis truth eſtabliſhed among us in purity and power P/a/. 1 T9. 36, 4- 
to hate, deteſt, oppoſe and in our ſeverall places and callings to exterpate 
and ſupprefle them. Pſa. 119.104, Dems. 7.6. 5.to helpe and aſfhilt all 
thoſe, that arenow employed abonrt this worke of Reformation, that jt may 
come to perfeRion.. | | | 
4+ Q were, or Motions, and queſtions about it. Generally there isbur lies 

tle obieRed againſt this-article in reguard of Popery, Herefre, Schifie, Proc 
phaneſſe. None ſo ſuperſticious, bur will eto hate Popery. None fo 
fancaſticall; but will ſeeme to abhorre ſchiſmse* None ſach atv athieſts but- 
will ſpeake againſt prophaneſſe. The whole diffiiculey is about Pre/acie, 
Allptead for ir. The ſuperſticious knoweth; that in-fnaintaining” Pagala, | 
Superſtition is maintained. The Arhieſt"knoweth his lieentiouſnefſe will 
ſand or fall with Prehacies The Hereticke thaz as long as: the controverſy - 
lafterh between defornation and Prelacy, the tate hath no leifure to-take- 
an order with him, therefore he doth in ſome reſpe& difaſſeRt Reformation 
and Covenant, | But eſpecially out Ptelaricall party doth plead 'hard*for-ie- 
ſelfe. Some ofcheir obieRions were moſt fadely anſwered: by the Aﬀeis-- 
Wy the reſt may eafily be refated,. Wor ae 
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-..,t«ObieR, Prelacy scanfirmed by Fe of Parliament; and” isnot yet re« 
voked. Ergo ftill in force, Ref. 1. /r was n:4er formerty. eſtabliſhed 'by any 
{aw of this pion op nts 1f it were then the.life and. ſont of it is Gahen 
Fakes Fees by av, AT paſſcdtþis, Parliament: cancernig their Power 

dignity < $96 wothing of their Juriſdiftion remaineth; but what is. pre- 
__ oo CEO IANE 278 thoſe, who  Jabmit . themſelves to it, 2. T heir 
at the beſt is but 4 human conſtitution, and conſtquents 


| LE ated by a: forme of Governmeut tt fornd and ad» 


Parliament preigdiciall ro the fate, defiruftiue tothe power of 
7 pure adminiſtration of Gads ordinances. E rgo a plantgwhich 
God — not planted, but ſhould be rooted outand deftroyed. Mather 5. 
13s, He that will hayea more. particular monGrationaf all the hirarchical 
& enemies Je himread actreatiſe inticled the Beaury of Holineſs, 
where he will fiad moce particularly. ptoved that this Prelaricall Church- 
Governmenc is truly, preiudicial] tothe Scare and |power of Religion. 

I. Tothe State, When we conlider, x; their eyrandicall power over his 
Majeſties: SubjeRs, to cite; .examine, ſweate,' judge, fine; impriſonithem 
pro placito,according to-theirCanons; aud Canon law, not the' word: of 
Ced,orthe.knowne.lawer of the Kingdame they had or tooke upon them 
more power, then the King had- himſelfe over mens: purſes, bodies, foules. 
- 2+ their many.unneceſlary, unchriftian attendants and inftruments, which 

werefor noe other uſe, bur ze-upheld their-tyran - hm ſuck outthe blood 
and ſweat of his MajeRtics poore ſubjeRs2.. Archbiſhnps; 24. Biſhops, 26 
Deans, 60, Archdeacons, 544-.Prebends; The Archbiſhops ſeverall Courts, 
VicarGenerall, Deane of the/Arches,Court of faculties, audience, Preroga- 
tive Court,delegares,confiftory at Pauls, High Commiſſion, the 26; particu» 
lar RE Cats, and in all; theſe Courts: their Chancellours, 
, Advocates, Protours, Regiſters  Purſevants, 
M s Appear, 8c, with! Fwaryes of houſehold ſervants; chap- 
Fa borate , the nainber; whereof they' ſay did amount at 
leaſt to.x0000- perſans ; befidesthe-miniftersofthe Cathedrall Churches, 
Views, ericanons, Singioghayes, Chorifiers, Organitts, Goſpellers, Epilt- 
bee, Vargnnks Been Plpeh, bolong/ts! this'fraterruty, Iand did no.good bur 
burtzathertotheSrate. and Churcch of God. 3: their. immens/ and; huge 


mon "bich thered.yeartly-in rents; leaſes, fines fees, &c, 
ao wa bee re nas oma which:is the kaGt 


þ = ny and wealiow them bur:206> 1.4] manper. aus 
oppwichanother norwith! ing it be:-known;' that en have 1000. 1; 


| others goo, many roo. 1. few under 50. 1. a yeare; that there will be ws 
rc 
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teatatada dba Snkideata them all, which imment | 
expenſes muſt needs preiudicethe tate, and might be farre benter employed, + | 


- . : ; 


and his Majeſties SubjeRs berrer righeed;  Befides the revenues of the: Ca- 


F thedrals and their Miniſters which ate faid to riſe to 3. or La yeares 
© i And could not Teſus Chriſt be better ſerved, with leſſe caſt and better 
F} pleaſed. | 


| 2. To rWrruth and power of Religion; which was hindered by-Prelacy 

many wayes m that it kept up Romes Hieratchy, from whenceit- came and 

| Whither it would returne. It did "uphold ignorance and prophaneſie by 
| fupp letures, afrernoones ſermonscatechifing, &c, and nor ing | 
prople to have abroad, if they had no meanesat home: Tr maintained idle-'. } 

[ nefle in Miniſters ; never any Miniſter queſtioned for-not preaching all-the  - 
F yeare, but many for preathing ewice on the Lords day; 'Howmany: ſazres | 
| did they lay to rrapp godly men, ſubſcriptions,ceremonies, booke of ſpores 
P oaths ex ofic new oath, &c. They ſuffered Papiſts, "Arminians, Atheiſts 
in the boſome ofthe Church, when good and orthodox men were filenced, 
ſufteined, _ ; baniſhed, maimed, diſmembred, pillared, 'imprifoned, 
murthered. Let atry impartiall, confcietitions, rationable man judges whe» 
\- ther theſe evils be not of ſuch conſequence, as ſhould move usall' to ehdea+ 
your with our utmolt power the exterpation of them, roote and branch,co be 
freed from theſe uniuſtifiable courſes, and ro have ſuch a government ſetled, 
[ which might advance the glory of God the Kingdom of Itfaus Chriſt, and 
the true and happineſſe ofthe Church. | 4 
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i -- x2 Object. All theſe fauilts' and crimes ure perſoaatl, which! nochin- 
der the calling to be good, Ler delinquents be, punifhed,  refor- 
ly med, and the calling not ſuffer for it. EST ELIT 2 OO 

| _.. Ref. 1; Manyrimes the ſubſtance 'of OE — ab- 
- oliſhed though never ſo good init ſelfe in regard of its page 1d itt= 
! ficution, if 3t be abuſed to Gods diſhonour 3 as the braſen 


by 
Hezekiah 2, Reg. 18. 4.and the order of the Templets for theit' perſon 
E.- all wickednefie though that order might have had 2 gootl- end in the firſt 
I inftitution. 2, But-we lay more, that theſe crinies are in'a manner annex- 
i ed tothe very calling, 'I ſay not, of a Biſhop, biit'a' Lord Dioceſan, Me- 


| tropolican Biſhop which could not ſubFift in their grandeur without ſuck 
[ por 19 Great pompe upheld ola, ae Þ- iſhops # great reven=- 
þ | yes muſt maintaine great pompe : great oppreſſions 'malt bring in great 
revenues Sreans jello favour great Popes; oh they Prout | 
nothing for their Biſhops, nor themſelyes. It was all moſt impoſſible fe 


them to ſubliſt without theſe illegall <outſes. 3. You know whoit oy 4 
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chat ſaid in making a ates oy have to day ſpoiled a good preacher » 
as if Biſhops ſears were infeRtious and-made them proud- and idle. 4. ſup- 
pole all rheſe things were not fo] yet we may anſwer, that their calling ic 
"7 ERIE not fare (divino- therefore may and ought to be a» 
Nl. ObieR. We find Biſhops in che Bible E. they are jure 4/vino.Reſp, 
The vulgats commit bur filly arguments, We doe. not deny Biſhops, but 
Lord Dioceſans, Metropolitans. You know the ordinary diſtintion of 
Epiſcopus, Paſtor, Preſes, Princeps. The firſt we acknowledge : The chird 
- wedeny: The ſecond we limit, . All-paſtours are Biſhops : No Bulhop a 
Prince :\Some Paftours may. be Prefidentsin publike meetings, for order 
fake acertain.time- Let them prove Lords, Dioceſans, out of the word, 
and Thave done : elſe I know not, of whom to interpret. the places, ar. 
10. 42.43. 3+ Pet.5. 3. but ofthem. Sure we find no ſuch difference be- 
tween a Biſhop and a teaching Elder in Gods word, as they would make 
I leave chis controverſy to thoſe that have written of it Ex profeſſo. I thinke 
ng ingy IO Bildad Tob 8.9,We are bur of yelterday,and know 
ing. Tadced they know not: how old they are. ButI know: they, are 
nocelder then Antichrilt. : | 


—_ 
—— 


: . OF THE THIRD ARTICLE. 


Q. VV is the ſubſtance of the Third Article ? . 
| A. Obſerve again, r, Qzid, or Matter conmined in 
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tive: bodies of Kingdoms. . Take away, Parliaments, take away 

Therefore are our enemies ſo eager to hinder them, 2.7 he {berties of the 

Kingdoms of the whole body, and every particular member of it, withour 
which we are no better then bondmen and fl: ves, E/4 10. 2. This Teptha 
maintained, xd. 11.1228. 3.7 he Kings Perſon and Authority, in the pre- 
ſervation and defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdoms. 

'Which duty is confeſſed on all fides ro be neceſſary. 2. 547. 18.3. and 21, 
IG. 17- 

3. <a or Morivesto it: 1, Our engagements by Gods and mans 
law, Pſal. 222.6. 1. Cor. 12 25. 2. our owne privat good. /er. '29. 7. 3, 
ro cleare our intention to the world, that it may beare witneſſe with our con- 

Seiences of our loyalty, and that we have no thought or intentions to diminiſh 


. His Majeſtics inſt power and greatne(ſe, | 
Wed fra el prcete hes 


it : which is ro preſerve x. The Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, the 


Py 
n—— 


| RT | 
3.Q nomods, or manner how to it, 3.1n regard of qualities /in- 


cerely,wichour equivocacing and reſervations : really, not in word onely : * 


* conſtatly, not onely now, when we may doe it fately,but alwayes,withouc 
feare of offence or danger, /wd.5.18, Neh.6.y1, 2.1n regardof the extent, 
is our ſeverall vocations and places, avoiding buſie badineſſe, 2 Theſſ.3.12, 
Prov.20.3. Arcthou a States-man, adyiſe- A minifter,encourage and Rirre 
up other : A ſouldier, fight and defend with thy perſon- > A private man, 
contribute wes. co thy abilutie : All of us pray, P /a/.12.2,8Cc. 3,18 re» 
gard of 'meanecs, with onr lives and eſtates, Nehe4.14. & 7.70ſtq« 2 Sam. 
10-12. [#4.5.18. Nothing ſhould be more deare tous theththe publike. 


4-Qzere or Motion, queſtions agiint or abonr it Ict y Lene koos, © 


I.Objett, Why 1s the King pur inthe laſt place, which fayoureth of ſome 
contempt, or underyaluing his Perſon and Authoritie, whereas he is worth 
ten thouſands of us, 2 Sam 18,3, | | be N 
Reſp.r.Ifhe be pur here in the laſt place, He is pur in the title and preamble 
immediately after God and Religion in the firſt place, and doch nothing de» 
Togate from his Authoritie. 2. We might ſay, He is included in the word 
Farliament, of which he is che higheſt Member, for we know not how to 
ſever King and Parliament, fo that he'is rather twice mentioned, as a King 
and a Perſon, in his body and foule. 3.Or, that the whole body might in 


\ ſomereſpet challenge place of one, though che Higheſt member ; if Princes - 


be for the people, and not the people for the Prince; I dare not toallude to 
that which Chriſt faith, 2Zarrh.5.30. becauſe ir is to be underſtood ina ſpi- 
rituall ſence, But I-dare fay, that good Princes were alwayes willing co 
preferre the peoples good ,, before their paaricular welfare and incereſt, 
2 $am.24.17. 4-The place alledged out of 2 Sa.18.3. ſpeaketh of an un- 
neceſſaric hazarding of Kings perſons in batrells, and that itis lefſe lofle ro 
a Scate. when thouſands of the commonort periſh, then when the-King 


ſhould miſcarry : fo that the' compariſon is berween the King 'and many 


thouſands of his private ſubje&s,; not berween a King and his whole king- 
dome, The text faith, Thou art worth ten thouſands of us; not, Thou art 
with all the Kingdome. And fo we ſay from the botrome of our ſoules ; 
The King is worth ten, twenty, nay, hundred thouſands, nay all thoſe, with 
and for whom he doth fight. And our moſt humble requeſt to his Majeſtic 
is, notto goe to batrell with or for thoſe Rebels Iriſh, Papiſts, Traitours, 
that are not worthy of ſuch a Head, Leader, King Jo he-queneh+the light 
of Iſrael, 2 Sam.21.17. | 5.-Fhe queſtion is nor about the pace. hurt the 

ty. Lez us labour to defend the King in the preſervation and defence. of Re- 


ligion and Libertic, and his Perſon will be well and rightly defended. No 
Ds: ORUSs 


%- 3 


bs | +... AJ 
-becrer defence and Rrength for a King, then Religion, 2 Chropr2 .17, 
21 San.12.14 
IT. Objets. How can we promiſe and performe this ducie, when we are 
In open watre,and beare Armes again(t the King, where his owne Perfon is -- 
pſt endangered, as they ſay? ; ; 1 
Reſp.x. We beare not armes againſt, but for the King, againſt His and 
the Kingdomes chemies, This we may doe, by order of Parliament, which 
hath a coordinare,or ſubordinate Truſt committed toit withthe King, to 
-maintain the Lawes againſt che open Enemies thereof, Facher and Mother 
mufſteoneurre to the begetting of « child : So King and Parliament to the 
ing ofa Law. Father and Mother by the law of God and Nature, ., += 
have cqually and indifferently the care and cuſtodie of rhe child committed «| 


to them joyntly and ſeverally : So King and Parliamenc the defence of the 
von be mp the Father ſhould offer violence hiwnſelfe, or fuffer violence 4 
to be offered to the child by his drunken por-companions ; Hach not then 

the Mother power, nay, is ſhe not bound in conſcience, to helpe and reſcue 4; 
the poore child, and to call for the affiftance of her friends and neighbours, fa 
to preferye the child from ruine anddeftruftion.? And are not neighbours «bl 


bound in conſence to helpe the Mother againſt thoſe murtherers, though | 
the Father ould countenance or cannive to then ? T.need not make appli« 

. cation, 3.If the King venture into bartell, and hazard. his Perſon, we are 4 
forcy for it ; and he hath been moſt humbly requeſted by the Honourable 
Houſes of Parliament, not to expoſe His Royall Perſon unto ſuch extremi- 
ties. Bur if His evifl Conmfallprevaile more with him, chen the good ad- 
viſt of the Parliament, we waſh our hands in innocericie, and plead not {[ 
guilcy of any evill, that may befall his Majefties Perſon in the like occaſi- | 
ons, In the meane while we muft nor forbeare to defend our Religion and Ll 
Liberties againſt our bloody enemies, burgoe on couragiouſly, and play the 

men to fight for ar people, and for the Cities of our God.' Anil the Lord de 
that which ſcemeth hins good, 2 S:ne.10.12. Had San] come upon- David, | 
and forced himeo fight, he would have defended himſclfe,r Sam.26.t0. 
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© OF THP FOURTH ARTICLE. { 
"4 \'\ 6. Tere ance of the Fourth Article ? 
-- A W A. Obſerve 0s I.Q id, or avarrey contained in + 

- it: We doe promile to &iſcover all Incendiaries, Malignans, or evil In 

Frames, ro-bring then to condigne puniſhure 


2,Q#4re 


(37) 

2. Qawe, or 2/{otivestoit, 1.Bccaule ſuch perſons are dangerous to the 
State, They are like Faxks in the Gun-powder plot, and doe lay wild fixe 
co blow up the State, 1 Sam 22-9. Neh 64017, Amar F. 10. 22 Elſe we 
make our ſelves guilcie of their an if we.conceale it; as it was proved: an 
bove, 3.Wedo ſhew our love too, andendeavour for and with God, to 


' purge the land from ſuch wicked perſons, Ezech.20.38. 


3. Quomodo, or Aamer how to performe it: If you knew any ſuch in» 
cendiarie, that hath ſecretly laboured, or ſhall labour, ro Rtirre up the peo- 
ple againſt King and Parliament, and doth diſhearten men from the good 
cauſe : or if you knowany malignant, ill-diſpoſed perſon, that beareth no 
affection to the common cauſe, but ſpeaketh evill, caileth, landereth-or doth 
any thing in prezudice of King and Parliament : or if you know any evill 
inſtrument, x fecketh to hinder Reformation,or to divide the King from 
his Parliament and people, or one of the Kingdomes one from another : or 
that doth make fattions, or a partie among ſt the people, contrarie to the 
Eeagne or Covenant, Then your duty is to diſcover, and to informe againſt 
ſuch perſons, and acquaint the Commitreesor Officers of Parliament with 
it, that they nay be brought to triall, and receive condigne puniſhment, as the 
degrees of their offence ſhall deſerve, Efth.2.21.22. E 

4. Quere or Motionrand queſtion about it. Many will objeR and fay ; 
What ? ſhall T be an Informer, a Promoter, to betray other inen? This isa 
diſpracefull office. | | . 

Reſp.r. Private informations againſt offendors is no diſgrace, but com» 
mendable, Ges. 37.7. 1 Cor.1.27. 2.It is fo farre fronſa diſgraceythat iris a 
duty, and commanded, Levit.5.t. and cnmmended, Prov.28,4. 3. Butia 
publike offences moſt neceſſarie, if the Stare ſhould be endangered. Iris 
treaſon by the Law, if you heare any ſpeake or plot treaſon, anddo not xe 
veale it within 24.houres. 4.God'threatneth judgementto ſuch, as know 
and do not reveale eyill, Prov.29.24. We know not how much miſchiefe 
we may cauſe, if we conceale it : how-much good we may dof we reyeale 
it Londox might have becn at this time an Akeldama, if plots had not been 
diſcovered, 


OF THE FIFTH ARTICLE. 


Q. VA Haro the fubPaice of rheFikth Anide? - 
A. Obferve again, r.Q #i4, or Mater contained in it. 
We promiſe to endeayour, 1, That the Peace between rhe rws Kingdomes of 


— 


D 3 England -. -:2 


\ | "(58 ) Fl 
Englind +4 Scotland may be maintained. 2.That Tuſts PS ES Do 
Aolfel oppoſers thereof. _' ”_ P 


©” 2. Qeare; or Motives cot. x. Becauſe in ir ſelf it is a good thing to * 


"makepeace, arh.5.9.. '2-Becauſe it is a happineſſe to ns, which was de= 


nied ro ouy Progenitors in former times, and now hath of late been concluded 
between both Parliaments. How much bluod was ſhed in former ages in 
thoſe unhappy wars between Erg/and and Scotland, which now by Gcds 
mercy is topped and Rayed byzhis mutual! Covenant. Compare 2 Sam. 
2.1. &'5.r. ſeq. 3.Becauſeir is for our profite 4 threefolq cord ts not eaſi- 
ly broken, Eccl.q. 12. V is unita fortior. 

3. Q nomods, or Manner, how to performe it : We mult endeavour to 
give no occaſion of breach berween the two Nations, by any verball or re- 
all offence ; obſerve all thearticles of Peace agreed upon : difavow, hiader, 
diſcover all ſich, as ſpeake or doe any thing again it; if you heare any 
body ſpeake evill of, or raile at our brethren the Scots, our dutic is to diſco- 
ver them, to be puniſhed accordingly. J 


4. Qzere, or Motions, and queſtion about it. Some will f2y, what can | 


I doe towards it: I am a poore private man, of no conlideration. To main- 


tain peace, belongeth ro-Princes and Magiſtrates > Reſp. Yes,every one of - 


us can doe ſomething towards ir, and we are bound in our places and cal- 
lings ro further it. Our intereſt is great, in publike and privace reſpet, If 
thou can doe no more, praiſe the duties above named in fQwomeds : and 
by thy earneſt prayers commend this Union to God, to knit us till faſter 
and fer rogether, in c1vill, ecckfiaſticall, and fpiricuall unitic for ever 
mores | | 


_—__ —_—_ 
—_ 


OF THE SIXTH ARTICLE. 


[Q. VVY#H- is the ſubſtance of this fixt Article ? 
i! A, It requireth of us a twofold duty, to afiſ# our fellow 
Cevenanters, and to perſevere in this Covenant. 

Q. Whatis required of u inthe firſt particular) 

A. Obſerve again. 1.Q.##d. or the Aarrer contained in it : We doe pro- 
miſe to aſſiſt and defend all thoſe that enter into this League and Covenant 
in the maintaining and purſuing thereof. ; 

2: Quare or Motives to it. 1.Becauſe it is 4 commen canſe of Religion, 
Libertie, and peace of the Kingdomes, wherein every ones pamicular inte- 
reſÞis included, x Cor-12.26. 
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- 3+ Becauſe good men ought to VA.23 another to further the publike 

y you Tud.5.18.24. ' 3.Becauſc we may need the ſame helpe from others, 
F 3. Qormode, os the Aſanver how to performe. it + In. regard of the 

-if /- TANCE, According to our places and callings : in regard of the ground. or ex- 

text, in maintaining and-prrſuing this League and Covenant, We-muſt nor 

' . goe beyond our Callings. neither further then for the defence. of. this Coye« 

nant, If any one of our fellow Covenancers be evill- ſpoken of plead for- 

him ; if chreatned, warne him ; if in danger, defend him 4 if pillaged relieve. 

him z if he doth undertake any thing for the defence of the Covenant againſt . 

the common enemie; aſſiſt hun with thy adviſe, purſe, power, perſan. © --- 

4+ Quare, or Motion about it, Some will ſay, this ſcemeth to contra- _ 

\;- diR our Saviours ſpeech, 2Zath.5. 39. where he will have us/ rather ſuffer 

1 wrong, thento rehſt?, - : - .),, wn OMG $i Fs Ft 

[+ - Reſp. 1.Chriſt doth ſpeakeof revenge, notdefence : of private revenge, 

FT. notpublick :of revenge by ill meanes, nor a legall defence. - Chriſt willeth 

- us rathes to ſuffer wrong, thento-revenge our ſelves; for private offences. by 

| þ . Ill meanes, as the Apoſtle cleareth it; Ron. 12-Toc-/ He Joth- forbid Magi-' - 

frares to revenge the evill, becauſc:it is their dutie, Ro9.1-3.4-. Neither doth. 

' he inhibir private mento defend themfelyes in a'lawfull way, clſe wicked 
men would be made more preſumptuousand firengrhened- in their malice 
and violence againſt Gods children, -if they duſt not defend. them(clves 2. 
nay, Chrilt had broken this command himfelfe.1ob.a8.25. --- +; 7 +1! 

2. Burour Covenant ſpeakerh.of a, more: | gy lt in the main- 
taining and-purſuing of. this Coyenane, and- the: ſeyerall- Articles. thereof, 
where ir is not onely lawfull, but oardutie ro helpe... | 

Q. What is required of us in the ſecond particular ? Ei 

A. Obſerve again. x. Qxid, or the Matter contained in it : not to break 
or fall off from this Covenant, bur to continue and perſevere in it all the 
dayes of our life. 

2-Q ware, or Hotives to it :1.Becauſe it doth ſo much concerne the glory 

- . of God, to be ſerved according to his will, in puritie and power by all that 
/ profeſſe his Name : the good of the Kingdomes, becauſe Truth and Peace 
commonly goe r. E[a.39.8.P/al.85.10. And the honour of the King, 

; Whoſe throne is Mabliſhed by Pietic aud Juftice, Prov. 30.28. | 
l 2. Becauſe a grear _ _— a wicked man = fall off _ . 
Covenant, eſpecially in ſo a cauſe Dax.11.32.35. Many times uch as, 
fall off from ele Covenant, uad no better in extremities, then choſe thar' 


Þ ſevere in it, Jer. 39.9» 
| per © 1.1, J&F. 39.9» | ; <R 2\Quomode, 
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wolthis to make defettion ro the comtrary part 0 to giotony ſelverro. 4 4:-- 


Peſtabh | Curmmaeer areas {hb We meſt be neicher ria.) 
gadoes horneutmet.” 2, Afirmative') : but all the dayes of our lives 2645) 
{ouſly ard confhaxtly to continue in this Covenant  aptinſt all oppoſition, and, 
ponent ſayegeilegs t# our power, againſÞ all Letts and impedintvits\ © 
weure 191 able to overcome our ſebves, or to ſuppreſſe; *: 
wer ſhall rrvrale and make it knowne that it may timely be prevented ov ye-" | 
moved.-" And both theſe and all other duties, we promiſe, as iz the forbe of * 
G4d, whois both Wienefſe and Judge.and willenter reward our fairhful- | 3X 
riefſe, of paniſh our falſhodds - 
4+ Quere, or Motions about it. r.How can I promile chiopereretins, 7 
when'I may be forced to the conrracie, by the adverſe parti 
 RefpiIt is anſwered in this Article, Thou muſt not ee thee whetoreada 
but oe oftheſerwo thou muſt doe, cither not promiſe, 'or nor bieake' __ 
bnitxacher ſaffer or ir. 2.-Buc ſome will fa y-we have raken aft 1 Amicovenant,' 
cam we ſweare and anſwer the fame 
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